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Preface

Our friend and colleagudlrofessor Luk Bouckaert celebrates his 70th birthday on April 24,
2011. Luk Bouckaert is a prime examplel@falty to the place. He spent his entire adult life in
Leuven working at one of the finest universitieskafrope, theCatholic University of Leuven,
where he studied philosophy and economics. In 8804 he started to teadhethodology of
Economics and History of Economic Thought. Later his interest turned to the moral and spatfit
foundations of economics and business. In 1988skebkshed theCenter for Economics and
Ethics (www.cee.be). He and his center became a froet iim European research on business
and economic ethics.

In 2000 - in cooperation with Hendrik Opdebeeck dadk Stokx - Luk Bouckaert initiated the
Belgian SPESforum (www.spesforum.be). The mission of SPES is to makeituality
accessible as a public good to as many people sshb® The mission is expressed in the key
word of SPES, being on the one hand an acronynSirituality in Economics and Society’
and, on the other hand, the Latin word for Hope, \thitue that sustains our belief in a better
future. SPES aims to open up spirituality as d gibarce in social and economic life. The SPES
Academy was founded to realize this goal by orgagizonferences, workshops, action-oriented
research and the publication of a series of cahiers

In 2004 - in cooperation with Laszlo Zsolnai - L8ouckaert founded th&uropean SPES
Forum (http://www.eurospes.be), to realise the missibiSBES on an international level. The
European SPES Forum has a focus on experience-bpsédality that succeeds in making a
connection between day-to-day activities and tmeiinpluriform quest for meaning. In 2005-
2010 the Forum organized five international confees and published six books on diverse
topics including spirituality as a public good, dality in economics, business spirituality in
Europe-Asia perspective, the spiritual roots ofdpean identity, and European literature and the
ethics of leadership.

Luk Bouckaert is truly and wholly European. Hisféliproject” addresses a contribution to the
restoration and renewal of tigiritual andmoral foundations of European business andsociety.

We feel ourselves to be privileged that - with maotiier friends and colleagues - we can
contribute to his noble efforts in nurturing theus' of Europe.

Antwerp and Budapest, 2011 January

Hendrik Opdebeeck and Laszlo Zsolnai
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